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Sunday March 29, 2026

: Today is Palm Sunday. It
PALM Y SUNIDAY celebrates Jesus’ arrival in

= I Jerusalem for the Jewish
festival of Passover. Great crowds of people lined the streets
waving palm branches to welcome Him. Shortly thereafter
these same people were to desert Him and shout for His
death.

Pontifical Collection - Good Friday - April 3
Pope Francis has asked out parish to support the Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy
Land. Your support helps the church minister in parishes,
provide Catholic schools and offers religious education. The
Pontifical Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the

sacred shrines. The wars, unrest and instability have been
especially hard on Christians. In these times of crisis, the
Pontifical Good Friday Collection provides humanitarian
aid to refugees. When you contribute to the Pontifical Good
Friday Collection, you become an instrument of peace and
join with Catholic around the world in solidarity with the
Church in the Holy Land.
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If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the
office either by phone at: 905-725-3275 or email us at:
stphiliptheapostleos@archtoronto.org
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Palm Sunday (Vigil) March 28"
Mass at 5:30 p.m.
Palm Sunday March 29
Mass at 9:30 a.m.
Brock & Brynlee Barker & peace in the world
Req. by: Babin Family
Monday March 30t
Mass at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday March 31
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 6:00 p.m.
followed by Mass at 6:30 p.m.
Holy Thursday April 2™
6:00 p.m. Mass of the Last Supper
Good Friday April 3™
Stations of the Cross at 6:00 p.m.

Celebration the Lord’s Passion following
Stations of the Cross

Easter Vigil Saturday April 4™®
Mass at 6:00pm

Easter Sunday April 5%
Mass at 9:30am

Palm Sunday - A Time for Reflection
St. Bemard of Clairvaux offered a homily about the
significance of Palm Sunday and the account of Christ’s
entry in Jerusalem:
“How different the cries, ‘Away with him, away with him,
crucify him,” and then, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord, hosanna, in the highest!’ How different
the cries that now are calling him ‘King of Israel’ and
then in a few days’ time will be saying, ‘We have no king
but Caesar!’ What a contrast between the green the green
branches and the cross, between the flowers and the
thorns! Before they were offering their own clothes for
him to walk upon, and so soon afterwards they were
stripping him of his, and casting lots upon them.”

Pope Leo’s Intentions for March
For disarmament and peace
Let us pray that nations move toward effective
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that
world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy
instead of violence.

About Fasting and Abstinence on Good Friday
Fasting is the limitation of food and drink,

typically to one main meal and two smaller meals, with
no solid foods in between. (But remember to drink
enough fluids!). We fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. We fast because it helps us to pray better. An
empty stomach can lead to more attentive prayer.
Catholics aged 18-59 are bound to fast. Those with
impaired health should not fast in any way.

Abstinence is avoiding certain kinds of food or
drink, typically meat or other desirable foods. Catholics
are obliged to abstain from meat every Friday throughout
the year (except solemn feast days). Instead of abstaining,
you may substitute special acts of charity or piety on
Fridays. We abstain on Fridays because it’s the day of
Christ’s saving death on the Cross; we abstain to share in
His work of saving the world. Catholics aged 14 and
older are obliged to abstain.
(https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-
ministries/sub-sites/lent/home/lent/)

Sunday Offerings for:
March 22: $1,280.00
Thank you for your ongoing generous support!

Palm Sunday

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Summer
Formation: July 13-16, 2026 at St. Philip’s
With formation in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
you don’t just learn a method, you become a catechist:
“a keeper of the memory of God” (Directory for

Catechesis, 2020)

Come... deepen your understanding of the covenant
relationship; delight in the miraculous design of'the child;
practice “listening to God with children”; prepare a
Montessori catechetical environment for children aged 3-
6; become part of a community of catechists.

Dates: July 13-18, 9 am - 4:30 pm each day

Please note that this Level 1, Part A begins with an
introductory online session, which will be offered via
zoom on Thursday, July 9 from 6:30 pm to 9 pm.
Attendance at this session is required.

Registration Fee: $200 for Part A

Please note that this is a 90-hour course, offered in 2
parts. Both parts must be completed in order to
receive the CGS Level 1 certificate.

Registration Link: https://bit.ly/47C2ey5

SL With your support of ShareLife, despair
turns into hope

So far, we have raised $2,675.00 towards our
goal of $12,500.00. Please give at the parish using a
ShareLife envelope, or at: www.sharelife.org/donate.

Please Remember & rbibin
For those wishing to donate through the Pre- ¢ *°

Authorized Giving Program, forms are

available on our website at: www.stphiliptheapostle.com
or you can find them at the back of the Church.

Mass Intentions
A reminder that we are taking bookings for
Mass Intentions for 2026. Please come to the
office or call the office during office hours and book a
Mass to be said for your own particular intention.

Reminder to Parents
We have a Children’s Liturgy every Sunday
for any child that has not received 1% Holy
Communion.
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Save the Date: A Day with Mary

On Saturday, May 30, 2026 the annual archdiocesan event
called “A Day with Mary” will be taking place at Villanova
College in King City. This family-friendly day will include
Holy Mass with His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo, the
Rosary, confessions, a keynote address and children’s
catechesis. There will be a bus leaving from Assomption
and there is a sign -up sheet at the back of the Church.

Help Not Harm: Take Action to Support Bill C-218

You’re invited to visit: helpnotharmcanada.ca where you
can e-mail your Member of Parliament (MP), asking for
their support of Bill C-218 (The Right to Recover Act),
which would amend the Criminal Code to prevent
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) from being
provided when mental illness is the sole underlying
condition. Without this change, MAiD will be available
for those suffering from mental illness alone beginning in
March 2027.

Coffee Sunday A
Next Sunday is Coffee Sunday. If there is anyone
who is interested in donating sweet or savoury
items or both, it would be greatly appreciated!
The Social Committee will be preparing a light savoury
item, and if you’re able to bring something to share, both
sweet and savoury contributions are warmly welcome.
Some easy ideas include:
Savoury items: Crackers and cheese, Vegetable trays or
dips, small sandwiches or wraps, Savoury finger foods
Sweet items: Cookies or squares, Muffins or loaf slices,
small pastries or treats.
Thank you for supporting parish fellowship. We look
forward to sharing time together.

Save the Date: A Day with Mary

On Saturday, May 30, 2026 the annual archdiocesan event
called “A Day with Mary” will be taking place at Villanova
College in King City. This family-friendly day will include
Holy Mass with His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo, the
Rosary, confessions, a keynote address and children’s
catechesis. There will be a bus leaving from Assomption
and there is a sign -up sheet at the back of the Church.

Celebrating the Special Jubilee Year of St. Francis

After the conclusion of the Ordinary Jubilee Year of 2025,
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV established a special Jubilee
Year of St. Francis, which will conclude in January 2027.
This is to commemorate the 8 centenary of his birth into
eternal life. We pray that this will be a time of abounding
blessings in which “we are all called to become saints in the
contemporary world, following the example of the Seraphic
Patriarch.” (See Decree)

The Jubilee Decree can be found at: https://bit.ly/4bM9mdH
Website for the Year of St. Francis: https://bit.ly/3N5BIMg

Pilgrimage Churches — as per the Decree by the Apostolic
Penitentiary, Cardinal Leo has identified a number of sacred
places for worship which are either named after St. Francis
of Assisi or are currently ministered by Franciscans. These
locations are:
Northern Region: St. Francis Centre, Orangeville
St. Francis of Assisi Mission, Washago
St. Peter’s Parish, Woodbridge
Central Region: Immaculate Conception, Toronto
St. Bonaventure, Toronto
St. Francis of Assisi, Toronto
Western Region: Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus, Toronto
St. Francis of Assisi, Mississauga
St. Jane Frances, North Your
St. Philip Nery, North York

Marriage Prep Course
St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, Brooklin
April 30,2026, May 1, 2026 & May 2, 2026
For more information, please contact the office:
905 655 3286 Ext 1.
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