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Sunday February 22, 2026

Preparing Ourselves for Christ
Lent is a time of preparation that invites us to rouse
from our sleep and prepare for the Lord’s coming. One
great way to prepare for His coming is to seek God’s
cleansing healing in the sacrament of Confession. Let
us strive to be reconciled with God and as stewards, let
us try to invite our family and friends to join us.

Stations of the Cross during Lent
There will be Stations of the Cross every
Friday at 6:00pm. All are welcome!

Mass Intentions
A reminder that we are taking bookings for
Mass Intentions for 2026. Please come to %
the office or call the office during office hours and
book a Mass to be said for your own particular
intention.

First Sunday of Lent

Pope Leo’s Lenten Message 2026:

‘Nluminated by a Hidden Glory’
Pope Leo has centered his Lenten message for 2026 on
the Illuminated by a Hidden Glory. To read his full
message, please visit:
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-
city/news/2026-02/pope-leo-roman-curia-lent-
spiritual-exercises-theme.html

DMMASS. &

/en/zon.s

Saturday February 21
5:30pm

Sunday February 22
9:30am

Req. by:

Monday February 23
6:00pm

Req. by:

Tuesday February 24
*%6:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
6:30pm

Req. by:

Friday February 27
**6:00pm

6:30pm

Req. by:

Saturday February 28
5:30pm

Sunday March 1
9:30am

Req. by:

Pro Populo

+Erasmo Stano
Family

Stations of the Cross

Pro Populo

Sunday Offerings for:
February 15: $1,410.00
Thank you for your ongoing generous support!

World Day of Prayer -,A t-
Friday, March 6, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Whitby THT.
Fellowship to follow service in the Parish Centre.

@ LIFT JESUS HIGHER RALLY POWER

FROM ON HIGH
Saturday March 14, 2026 — 9am — 5:30pm
‘ For tickets and information, visit www.LJHR.ca.

Please Remember %‘3:5%“
For those wishing to donate through the Pre- X
Authorized Giving Program, forms are
available on our website at:

www.stphiliptheapostle.com or you can find them at
the back of the Church.

Reminder to Parents
We have a Children’s Liturgy every §os
Sunday for any child that has not . ...
received 1% Holy Communion. :

"::VLO: tg‘ m. 1 ga-‘:&.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the
office either by phone at: 905-725-3275 or email us at:
stphiliptheapostleos@archtoronto.org

Community of Hope Outreach:
Connecting with Seniors Project
This calling service is for people aged 55+ who may be
socially or physically isolated and are looking for support,
or a friendly person to talk to. We are looking for
volunteers to make calls and seniors to receive them!

Email or call Suzanne: outreach@beingwith.org
1-647-448-8873.

K&l Please do not use envelopes from previous

years as this causes confusion for our
records. If you are a visitor to our parish,
“WELCOME”, but please only use the visitor
envelopes available at the entrance of the Church.
Thank you.

Reminder to All Parishioners
St. Philip the Apostle Parish has Instagram and a

Facebook Accounts. Please visit and follow us:
Instagram: stphiliposhawa
Facebook: @stphiliposhawa

Pope Leo’s Intentions for February
For children with incurable diseases
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable
diseases and their families receive the necessary
medical care and support, never losing strength and
hope.

Coffee Sunday ‘ )
Coffee Sunday is held on the first Sunday of ¢
every month (unless otherwise stated), and <
we would like to ask people to donate both
sweet and savoury items. ~—
The Social Committee will be preparing a light
savoury item, and if you're able to bring something to
share, both sweet and savoury contributions are
warmly welcome. Some easy ideas include:
Savoury items: Crackers and cheese, Vegetable trays
or dips, small sandwiches or wraps, Savoury finger
foods
Sweet itemns: Cookies or squares, Muffins or loaf slices,
small pastries or treats.
Thank you for supporting parish fellowship. We look
forward to sharing time together.

Marriage Prep Course
i St. Leo the Great Catholic Church,
Brooklin
M Friday, April 30, 2026, Saturday, May 1,
2026 & Sunday, May 2, 2026
For more information, please contact the office:
905 655 3286 Ext 1.

) Fundraising Breakfast
hi(u’% 1}(‘[[ Thank you to all those who came

‘ out to the Fundraising Breakfast. It
was greatly appreciated! Thank you also to those
who helped in any way.

Chair of Saint Peter - February 22:

Early Christians celebrated on this day a feast in honour
of their departed loved ones, including their predecessors
in the faith, Peter and Paul. In the 4™ century, when the
feast of these two saints was moved to June 29" the
emphasis of this day shifted to celebrating Peter and his
successors as bishops of Rome and expressing gratitude
for their service.

“The ‘cathedra’ is literally the seat of the bishop,” Pope
Benedict X VI said on this day in 2006. “It is a symbol of
his authority and, particularly, of his ‘Magisterium,’ in
other words of the evangelical teaching that he, as
successor to the Apostles, is called to protect and transmit
to the Christian community.”

To celebrate the ‘Chair’ of Peter means, then, giving it a
strong spiritual significance, and recognizing therein a
privileged sign of the love of God.”

Saint Polycarp - February 23

Online Bereavement Introductory Program
Wednesday, February 25 - March 18
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Register at: https://nbb0226.eventbrite.ca

Online Separated/Divorced Introductory Program
Thursday, February 26 - March 19
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Register at: https://nbsd0226.eventbrite.ca
For more information about either of these programs,
please contact:

Arcangelo Limanni, MRE, MACP, RP (Qualifying)

alimanni@cfstoronto.com (647) 215-3978

Serra House
If God is calling you, to be a priest, religious or
deacon, contact Fr. Matt McCarthy, Director of
Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto at
416-968-0997. Email: vocations@archtoronto.org
Website: www.vocationstoronto.ca

Come & See — Discernment Weekend Retreat
February 27 — March 1, 2026
at St. Augustine’s Seminary
For men 18 years and older, at St. Augustine’s Seminary.
This Retreat offers a way for men to discern a possible
call to priesthood at our seminary. Registration must be
done online at: www.vocationstoronto.ca/comesee
For more information, please email:
vocations(@archtoronto.org.

Polycarp is one of the Fathers of the
early Church, and his letter to the
Philippians is one of the early pieces of
Christian writing in existence today. A
disciple of the apostle John, he was a
leader of the second generation of TR
Christians, the first Christians who were not eyew1tnesses
to the death and resurrection of our Lord. Extremely
influential in the catechesis and initiation of new
Christians, he was named bishop of Smyma, located in
modern-day Turkey. Polycarp was martyred for his faith
about the year 155, at the age of 86. He is a patron of
those suffering from earaches.

Saint Gregory of Narek - February 27

Saint Gregory of Narek was a 10™-century Armenian
monk, poet, and mystical writer and composer. His best-
known literary work is a book of prayers, The Book of
Lamentations. It is considered a masterpiece of Armenian
literature. St. Gregory himself defined the work as an
“encyclopedia of prayer for all nations,” and hoped that
it would provide guidance in prayer for people of all
walks of life.

In 2021, Pope Francis inscribed Saint Gregory of Narek,
Abbott and Doctor of the Church, on February 27 as an
Optional Memorial in the Roman Calendar. St. Gregory
of Narek is recognized as a saint in both the Catholic
Church and in the Armenian Apostolic Church, being
venerated in a particular way among Catholics of the
Armenian Rite.
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