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Sunday December 28, 2025

The Feast of the Holy
Family - (Dec. 28)
There was a time in the history
of the Church when those who
chose marriage and family life
were considered to be following
Jesus in a less perfect way. The more perfect way was
the priesthood and religious life. Now, the family has
been described by Pope John Paul II as one of the
tabernacles of the presence of Christ in the world. As
members of Christian families, we are called to give
witness to Gospel values as we go about our business
of earning an income, raising children, working in
community activities, or enjoying retirement years.
Above all we are called to love and respect each

member of the family in an unconditional manner.

Father, help us to live as the holy family,
united in respect and love. Bring us to the joy and
peace of your eternal home.
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New Year’s Eve: 5:30pm
New Year’s Day: 12:30 p.m.

Please Remember Bt
For those wishing to donate through the Pre- @ AlA
Authorized Giving Programe, forms are
available on our website at
www.stphiliptheapostle.com or you can find them at the
back of the Church.

Sunday Offering for December 20/21:
$1,933.00
Thank you for your ongoing generous support!
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If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
the office either by phone at: 905-725-3275 or email
us at: stphiliptheapostleos@archtoronto.org

Sd Sharel ife

ShareLife is grateful for your generous hearts
this 2025!
If you've shared your blessings through ShareLife

in 2025, thank you. Because of you, a neighbour is
healing, a young mother is finding stability, and
someone struggling with hunger now has a meal.
Your kindness has transformed lives through
ShareLife.

Reminder to Parents I
We have a Children’s Liturgy every ;y);}fs

Sunday for any child that has not  cuome

received 1t Holy Communion.

Reminder to All Parishioners

St. Philip the Apostle Parish has Instagram and a
Facebook Accounts.

Please visit and follow us:
Instagram: stphiliposhawa
Facebook: @stphiliposhawa
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Saturday December 27

5:30pm Pro Populo

Req. by:

Sunday December 28

9:30am +Sister Maria’s Parents
Req. by: Mai Tran

Monday December 29

6:00pm +William Williamson
Req. by: Judith Sansom
Tuesday December 30

6:00pm For Thea Mark
Req. v: Her parents
Wednesday December 31 (New Year’s Eve)
5:30pm Pro Populo

Req. by:

Thursday January 1 (New Year’s Day)
12:30pm In thanksgiving for Nguyem Family
Req. by:

Friday January 2
**6:00pm

6:30pm

Regq. by:

Saturday January 3
5:30pm Allen & Akanjela Macwan
Regq. by: Family
Sunday January 4 (Epiphany)

9:30am Pro Populo
Req. by:

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Serra House
If God is calling you to be a priest, religious or deacon,
contact Fr. Matt McCarthy, Director of Vocations,
Archdiocese of Toronto at 416-968-0997.
Email: vocations@archtoronto.org
Website: www.vocationstoronto.ca

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

| SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
- THE MOTHER OF GOD (Jan. 1)
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
: ?'4\ Mother of God is a feast day of the
~ Blessed Virgin Mary under the
aspect of her motherhood of Jesus, Christ, whom
she had circumcised on the eighth day after his
birth according to Levitical Law. Christians see
him as the Lord and Son of God.
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As part of Marriage Sunday 2026
celebration, Bishop John Boissonneau will preside
at a special Mass to honour married couples, with
special recognition for those celebrating 25, 40th,
50th, 60th or 60+ wedding anniversaries in 2026.

The Mass will take place at 2:30 p.m. Sunday
February 8, 2026, at St. Michael’s Cathedral
Basilica (65 Bond St., Toronto).

Couples celebrating a 25, 40th, 50t, 60th or
60+ anniversary in 2026 may register for reserved
seating. Reserved seating is limited, so please
register early. All other seating is on a first-come,
first-served basis. Those who are unable to attend

the Cathedral are invited to join the celebration via
live stream Mass

https:/ /www.stmichaelscathedral.com/live/.

The broadcast will begin at 2:15 p.m. Registration
and other important information can be found at
www.archtoronto.org/marriage.

Marriage Prep Course

St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, ( y ~x
Brooklin i
Friday, April 30, 2026, Saturday, May 1, Ereparein
2026 & Sunday, May 2, 2026
For more information, please contact the office:
905 655 3286 Ext 1.

Coffee Sunday
Next Sunday January 4, 2025 is Coffee Sunday. All
are welcome!
We are still looking for more volunteers. Please call
the office if you are interested.

'BVL.: t=] Ali= -
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the

office either by phone at: 905-725-3275 or email us at:
stphiliptheapostleos@archtoronto.org

Friars Student Writing Contest 2025
(Deadline for entries is January 13)

Theme: “Do you believe this?” (John 11:26).

High school students (ages 13-19yrs) in the Catholic School
Boards are invited to participate in this annual event. Write
a five-hundred-word essay that explores the 2025 theme.
Great prizes await the top three submissions. Students are
to consult the resources at https://bit.ly/3zOVHly to gain
insight into the meaning and purpose of the theme. Entries
are to be submitted to:
https://www.catholicregister.org/writingaward.

Please remember to date offertory cheques with the
year we are in. Please DO NOT use envelopes from
previous years or other people’s envelopes as this
causes confusion for our records. If you are a visitor to
our parish, please only use the pink visitor envelopes
available in the foyer. Thank you!

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 18-25 marks the annual celebration of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity. This year’s theme is, “There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the hope

of your calling.: (Ephesians 4:4).

Join Rev. John A. Boissonneau on Sunday, January 18,
2026, at 4p.m. at Runnymede United Church, 432
Runnymede Rd. Toronto.

Saint John (December 27)

The apostle John was the son
of Zebedee and the brother of
James, and a fisherman. John
was very close to Jesus and
was present at the Transfiguration, the raising of
Jairus” daughter and the Agony in the Garden.
John is the ‘beloved disciple” referred to in the
Gospels. While ancient scholarship linked him to
the Fourth Gospel, the Book of Revelation and the
three epistles that bear his name, modern
scholarship disputes this notion. John is believed
to have died at Ephesus in extreme old age. In
Christian iconography, his symbol is the eagle.

Holy Innocents (December 28)

The “Holy Innocents” are the male
children recorded slain by King
Herod in Matthew’s Gospel. This
unique episode in Jesus’ life, along
with the account of the flight into
Egypt, presents the ancient tradition of the early
Church: Jesus as the ‘new Israel,” persecuted and
forced to flee, and the ‘new Moses,” marvelously
rescued from the slaughter of the Hebrew
children. This feast also points to Jesus as the
Messiah and foreshadows the secular opposition
Jesus will later meet, culminating in his Passion.
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